THE EVE OF WAR                                       1914
Online afternoon of Saturday, August i, I received a telegram from
Betljimann Hollweg, the German Chancellor, whom I had known
in /previous years, begging me to publish in the Westminster Gazette
the following dispatch, which he had sent to Count Tschirsky, the
German Ambassador in Vienna, on July 30 :
BERLIN, July 30, 1914.
The report of Count Pourtales [German Ambassador in St. Petersburg]
does not harmonize with the account which Your Excellency has given of
the attitude of the Austro-Hungarian Government.
Apparently there is a misunderstanding, which I beg you to clear up.
We cannot expect Austria-Hungary to negotiate with Serbia, with which
she is in a state of war.
The refusal, however, to exchange views with St. Petersburg would be a
grave mistake.
We are indeed ready to fulfil our duty.
As an ally we must, however, refuse to be drawn into a world conflagration
through Austria-Hungary not respecting our advice.
Your Excellency will express this to Count Berchtold with all emphasis
and great seriousness.
I published it without hesitation and for doing so drew down upon
myself angry rebukes from many newspapers and subsequently official
censure in a Foreign Office paper which charged me with having lent
myself to a German " fake " intended to mislead the British public.
I was aware of this possibility, but judged that I should incur a far
greater responsibility, and be open to a much more serious reproach,
if I suppressed a document which offered the faintest hope of a new
move towards peace. The dispatch was no " fake," and it now
figures in the diplomatic records as a most important link in the inner
history of the last days before the war. The Kaiser had a characteristic
moment of repentance on July 29, and for a few days he said that
Serbia having made submission, there was now no occasion for war.1
In this mood he instructed the Chancellor, who was of the same
opinion, to support Grey's final proposal of direct negotiations between
1 In his book the " Eve of War " (pp. 454-5) Herr Theodore Wolff states
that the " astonishingly submissive reply " of Serbia to the Austrian ultimatum
was held back for two days in Vienna for fear it might make this impression
on the Kaiser and German public opinion.
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